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News in brief: Strategy created for growth in
chemical industry

August 20, 2011 @ 09:20 PM
The Herald-Dispatch

TechConnectWV has released its Chemicals and Advanced Materials Blueprint, a detailed
strategy for growth in one of West Virginia's most important industry clusters. The Blueprint was
produced in collaboration with the Battelle Institute, a non-profit research organization, and the
Chemical Alliance Zone.

"The strategies laid out in this Blueprint will help guide efforts to further develop the chemicals and
advanced materials cluster in the state," West Virginia Secretary of Commerce Keith Burdette
said in a press release. "They represent the type of public-private partnership that is required to
succeed in the innovation economy.”

TechConnectWV is a nonprofit coalition working to diversify and grow West Virginia's economy
through innovation-based development. It identified chemicals and advanced materials as one of
West Virginia's four key technology platforms, or areas where West Virginia has the best chance
of developing a robust innovation economy. Blueprints for advanced energy, biometrics and
biotechnology were previously released by TechConnectWV.

The Chemicals and Advanced Materials Blueprint outlines West Virginia's assets in the cluster,
which include a large base of specialty chemicals and advanced materials companies, significant
research programs at West Virginia University, Marshall University, and the National Energy
Technology Laboratory, private sector R&D firms such as MATRIC Research and Touchstone
Research Laboratory, unique pilot plant facilities at the WV Regional Technology Park, new
technical training institutions, the Chemical Alliance Zone's technology incubator, and a number of
economic development groups supporting growth in the cluster.

The blueprints are available at www.techconnectwv.com.

Chamber to host 'View from the Capitol' Sept. 22

HUNTINGTON -- The Huntington Regional Chamber of Commerce will present its annual "View
from the Capitol" legislative event from noonto 1 :30 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 22, at the St. Mary's
Center for Education on 5th Avenue.

The featured panel of speakers will include West Virginia Delegate Jim Morgan, Huntington Mayor
Kim Wolfe, Huntington City Councilman Steve Williams, and Cal Kent of Marshall University's
Center for Business and Economic Research.



The panel will discuss a range of issues impacting city and state governments, as well as the
effects these issues have on the business community. Cost is $25 per person or $150 for a table
of six. Lunch is included. To register, call 304-525-5131.

The event is sponsored by BrickStreet Insurance.
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